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MEAT  CONSUMPTION  IN  19^8  CONSIDERABLY 

ABOVE  1931-^^  IN  MOST  AREAS 

Meat  consumption  during  1958  wa^  considerably  above  the  1951-55 
average  in  most  areas  of  the  world.    Consumption  in  the  U.S.S.R.  was  up 
32  percent.  Eastern  Europe  26  percent,  Australia  and  New  Zealand  22  per- 
cent. Western  Europe  20  percent.  North  America  10  percent,  and  South 
America  1  percent.    Per  capita  supplies  increased  less  than  the  total 
due  to  a  continued  increase  in  the  population  in  each  area. 

The  substantisLl  increase  in  1959  world  meat  production  over  1958  will 
permit  a  sharp  increase  in  per  capita  consumption  in  spite  of  the  steady- 
but  more  moderate  increase  in  population.    In  the  years  ahead  improving 
living  standards  are  quite  likely  to  increase  the  demand  for  meat  and 
still  further  encourage  meat  production. 

Incareases  in  meat  production  in  the  U.S.S.R.  and  Eastern  Europe  in 
recent  years  have  been  pronounced.    However,  supplies  per  person  are 
still  much  below  those  of  the  United  States.    Per  capita  consuii5)tion  in 
the  U.S.S.R.  during  I958  averaged  61  pounds  coorpaured  with  152.  in  the 
United  States.    Ccaiparisons  for  other  Communist  countries  are:  Hungary 
65  pounds  (1957)  >  Poland  75  (1957),  Yugoslavia  k2  (1958)  and  Czechoslo- 
vakia 82  (1956). 

There  was  little  change  in  total  meat  consimiption  in  North  America 
and  Western  Europe  from  1957  to  1958.    Consu2i?)tion  rose  5  percent  in 
Eastern  Europe,  12  percent  in  the  U.S.S.R.,  and  7  percent  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealsuid.    There  was  a  decline  of  11  percent  in  the  total  for 
South  America  caused  by  a  drop  of  30  percent  in  Argentina  and  a  less 
severe  decline  in  Chile.    Nevertheless,  during  1958  per  capita  consun^)- 
tion  was  maintained  or  increased  in  21  of  the  3^  countries  included  in 
this  summary. 
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Meat  prices  continued  high  throughout  the  world  in  195^  sts  a  res\ilt 
of  strong  world  demand.    Production  remained  about  equal  to  1957.  Only 
5  countries  —  Cuba,  Argentina,  Chile,  Uruguay,  emd  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  —  had  lower  per  capita  consumption  during  1958  than  the  1951-55 
average. 

Mexico's  meat  production  has  been  increasing  a  little  faster  than 
its  human  population.    However,  the  average  per  capita  supplies  of  kl 
pounds  in  1958  is  still  small  compared  with  Cuba,  Canada  or  the  United 
States . 

Australians  consiomed  the  largest  amount  of  meat  per  person  in  1958 • 
They  also  ate  the  largest  amount  of  lamb  and  mutton  (28  pounds  of  lamb, 
50  of  mutton)  although  New  Zealanders  were  close  behind  them.  The 
Danish  people  ate  the  most  pork.    Uruguayans  were  the  largest  beef  users 
consuming  152  pounds  per  person. 

MEAT:    Per  capita  consunqption  by  type  of  meat 
in  11  selected  countries  1958 


Class  of  Nfeat 


Country 

:    Beef  . 
:  and 
:    veal  ' 

'    Pork  : 

Lamb, 
mutton,  , 
and  goat 

[  Canned 
',  meat 

■  Total 

I    lbs .  , 

;    lbs.  , 

lbs.  , 

;  lbs. 

;  lbs. 

i  19 

78  : 

7 

'.  225 

:      30  . 

77 

:  2/ 

:  220 

;     16  . 

38 

■  2/ 

;  206 

 :    13h  , 

;     12  . 

20 

■  H 

:  166 

 :     87  , 

,     61  . 

■  2/ 

;  152 

;     92  , 

h/  ' 

;     2/  , 

!  2/ 

 :     7^  . 

:     51  . 

3 

;  5 

;  133 

:     hk  , 

:  23 

;  ih 

:  133 

«  mm 

:  2/ 

i  128 

 •     62  . 

;     50  , 

6 

•  ^ 

:  i/  123 

 •  kl 

•  67 

1 

■  2/ 

;  3/  110 

l/  Beef,  veal,  lamb,  mutton,  goatmeat  ajid  pork  (excluding  lard). 
2/  Included  with  other  types. 

3/  Includes  horsemeat,  in  addition  to  other  types  shown. 
5/  Less  than  l/2  pound. 
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Consxnnption  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  195^  averaged  133  pounds  per 
person,  only  1  pound  less  than  the  1957  record.    Danestic  production 
supplies       percent  of  United  Kingdan's  total  meat  consiimption  in  195^^ 
compared  with  53  percent  in  1951-55* 

Consumption  per  person  in  Japan  has  increased  from  5  pounds  in 
1951-55  to  8  pounds  in  1958.    This  does  not  include  seafood  which  pro- 
vides much  of  the  animal  protein  diet.    Recently  Japan  has  placed  more 
emphasis  on  meat  production  and  imports  due  to  its  loss  of  fishing 
grounds  and  because  of  its  higher  living  standards.    Consunqption  in  the 
Philippines  at  22  pounds  in  1958  was  sharply  above  the  average. 


Consuirption  and  Per  Capita  Tncome 

The  higher  a  country* s  standard  of  living  in  terms  of  per  capita 
income,  the  more  red  meats  it  consumes  per  capita.    Within  individual 
countries  a  rise  in  per  capita  income  and  a  rise  in  per  capita  meat 
consumption  usually  are  proportionate. 

Generally  as  living  standards  improve,  consumption  of  meat  and  other 
animal  products  increase  at  the  expense  of  cereal  grains  and  other  non- 
animal  food  products.    At  veiy  low  inccMe  levels  and  during  the  first 
stages  of  rising  incomes,  consumption  of  all  broad  categories  of  food 
increase  rapidly  and  in  about  the  same  proportion.    However,  after  this 
first  stage,  consumption  of  meat  increases  proportionately  more  than  other 
foods.    After  meat  consumption  reaches  very  high  levels,  as  in  the  United 
States,  Argentina,  and  Australia,  the  effects  of  rising  income  on  increased 
consumption  is  considerably  lessened.    Australia  and  Argentina  are  2 
countries  where  meat  prices  are  unusually  low  and  per  capita  meat  consump- 
tion is  very  large  even  though  income  levels  are  not  as  high  as  in  scMe 
other  countries. 

Incomes  have  increased  progressively  in  most  countries  since  World 
War  II  and  the  postwar  income  averages  have  been  greater  than  immediately 
before  the  war.    These  fairly  rapid  gains  in  living  standards .axe  likely 
to  continue  to  be  reflected  in  sharp  increases  in  meat  consumption  and  a 
growing  world  demand.    For  the  world  as  a  whole  prospects  for  meat -animal 
producers  appear  bright. 


